Massimo Leonardi 

Casa Circondariale 

Contrada Capo di Monte 

82100Benevento 

Italy 

Stcfano del Moro 

Casa circondariale 

"Nuovo Complesso" 

Via Campoleone /Cisterna km 8,600 

00049 Velletri (RM) 

Italy 

Claudia Cospito 

Casa circondariale 

contrada Ceppaia 1 

64 1 00 Teramo 

Italy 







Strangers Everywhere 

About some anarchists arrested in Lecce 
and a world where no one can feel at home 




On Thursday, May 12. in a massive show of force, the Digos 
(Italian political police) arrested five anarchists in Lecce, Italy. 
The arrested are Annalisa Capone, Angela Marina Ferrari (Ma- 
rina), Cristian Palladini, Salvatore Signore and Saverio Pelle- 
grino. 

The police show of force in this situation could appear absurd. 
In operation "nighttime"", as the cops termed this series of raids, 
searches and arrests, one hundred and fifty cops were deployed 
in the region of Lecce alone. These included canine units, border 
cops, postal cops, units from the Central Antiterrorism service, 
bomb specialists, a helicopter and so on. 

Charges against the arrested anarchists include: 
• subversive association with the intent of terrorism and 
the subversion of the democratic state; 
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• attacks against the Cathedral of Lecce and Father Cesare 
Lodeserto's house; Lodeserto was the director of the 
"Center for Temporary Residence" (CPT, i.e., concentra- 
tion camp for undocumented immigrants) in San Foca, 
Lecce, until he was arrested for private violence and kid- 
napping in relation to his treatment of inmates at the 
"center'"; 

• instigation to revolt, during a march in front of the CPT 
that ended in conflicts; 

• attacks against ATMs of Banca Intesa. where the Regina 
Pacis Foundation, the organization through which the 
good priest ran the concentration camp in San Foca, kept 
their funds; 

• telephone "harassment" against collaborators in main- 
taining the operation of the CPT; 

• "defamation" of these collaborators in flyers; 

• dirtying the entrance of the house of one of these 
collaborators with paint; 

• organizing an unauthorized march against the Benetton 
corporation that is taking over large portions of Patago- 
nia (the southern portion of Chile and Argentina) and 
driving the Mapuche people off their land; 

• dirtying the windows of a shop owned by Benetton; 

• damaging pumps at an Esso gas station; Esso is the 
European branch of Exxon, fuel suppliers for the war in 
Iraq and Afghanistan; 

• occupying the empty and unused space, Capolinea; 

• writing messages on walls. 

These charges refer to actions that have taken place over the past 
two years. 

In addition to these arrests, ten other people were informed 
that they were under investigation, eight for subversive associa- 
tion with the intent of terrorism and two for unauthorized dem- 
onstration. The cops closed down and seized the anarchist occu- 
pied space, Capolinea, and carried out searches against anar- 
chists all over Italy (in Lecce. Aosta, Turin, Trento, Trieste, 
Chieti, Cagliari, Taranto and Catania). 



Update: the repression spreads 

Since I began to put this together, there have been several 
more arrests, searches and investigations in Italy. On Thursday 
morning. May 19. in Sardinia, fifty-six searches were carried out 
and seven anarchists there were arrested. I don't have their 
names yet. In addition, on Wednesday morning, several Moslem 
immigrants in Milan and Turin were arrested, accused of being 
"international terrorists". Even the pacifistic, institution-friendly 
disobbediente have been struck by the repression. Three of them 
were arrested in Bologna, charged with "subversive association" 
for occupying a university hall for two days and distributing pho- 
tocopies of expensive academic texts. In addition, on May 26, 
the Italian state carried out dozens of searches and arrested ten 
anarchists in the areas of Rome and Bologna accusing them of 
involvement in bombings that occurred in the late autumn of 
2003. Again, the associative crime of subversive association with 
the aim of terrorism is central in the investigation, since this does 
not require proof of actual individual participation in the specific 
actions involved. It is a ploy of the state to criminalize anarchists 
simply for communicating with each other and sharing a desire 
to destroy the state and capital. There is a clear attempt to sup- 
press all desire to revolt or even just dissent in Italy. As the re- 
pression spreads so must revolt, the true face of solidarity. At 
this point five of the anarchists arrested on May 26 have been 
released (though they are still under investigation). 

Here are the names and addresses I currently have available 
for the anarchists hit by these later arrests: 

Valentina Speziale 

Casa Circondariale 

Borgo San Nicola, 1 19 

73100 Lecce 

Italy 

Danilo Cremonese 

Casa Circondariale 

Via Fonte Secco, 88 

61100Pesaro 

Italy 
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Some of Those Responsible 

The Italian state 

Banca Intesa 

The Regina Paris Foundation 

All police and border guard institutions - the Department of 
Homeland Security in the US 

Red Cross - this "humanitarian organization" plays a major sup- 
portive role in the various concentration camps for undocumented 
immigrants throughout the world. It also intervenes in areas where 
war or other disasters occur to play a pacifying role on potentially 
rebellious populations 

Benetton and its subsidiaries and partners: HMSHost - runs 
food franchises in airports and truck stops. They have connections 
with Burger King and Pizza Hut to name a few; AltidasUSA - an 
America subsidiary of Benetton, through Aldeasa S.A., involved in 
cigar distribution, including Don Diego, El Producto, H. Upmann, 
Montecrist, Dutch Treats and Supre Sweets; Selective Beauty; Mat- 
tel - recently went into partnership with Benetton: Boyner Group; 
Tecnica; Nordica; Rollerblade; Sisley - this clothing subsidiary of 
Benetton was the first in which the microchips were placed; Philips 

- one of the companies supplying the microchips; LAB ID - in 
partnership with Philips, supplying microchips. 

ENDESA - the Spanish multinational electric company that has 
been damming the Biobio river in Mapuche territory. 

REPSOL-YPF - a Spanish multinational energy company exploit- 
ing and poisoning Mapuche land to find new oil sources. 

Meridan Gold - a Canadian mining company given rights to mine 
on the "Benetton land" in Patagonia. 

The Chilean and Argentine states - that encourage all this. 

Those responsible for the slaughter in Iraq and Afghanistan sur- 
round us, though obviously the US government and companies 
such as Exxon (Esso) deserve particular attention. 
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I do not know whether those arrested had anything to do with 
the activities for which they are charged, nor do I care. Guilt or 
innocence do not interest me since such terms belong to the jus- 
tice system and the state. My solidarity is based an seeing my 
own struggle in that of the comrades, seeing possibilities for 
complicity and mutuality, even across and ocean. 

No home in this world 

The real crime of the comrades of Lecce is that they have 
quite openly expressed their solidarity with rebelling immigrants 
in the CPTs and with the Mapuche fighting against being dispos- 
sessed in South America, as well as their disgust for the war in 
Iraq. In doing so, they have recognized what they have in com- 
mon with the undocumented immigrants, the Mapuches losing 
their land and the Iraqis having their homes destroyed before 
their very eyes by self-proclaimed "liberators" - that they too are 
among the dispossessed and exploited who increasingly have no 
place in this world, no home, who are strangers everywhere they 

go- 
Undocumented immigrants and democratic concentration 

camps. The number of immigrants roaming the globe trying to 
escape repression, war, poverty and starvation is growing expo- 
nentially as this world falls apart. Social, economic, environ- 
mental and political disaster are everywhere. So the immigrants 
in the CPTs in Italy have their brothers and sisters throughout the 
world, not all of whom are in concentration camps. In Italy as 
elsewhere, undocumented immigrants in and outside of these 
concentration camps have begun to rebel. It only makes sense 
that anarchists would respond with solidarity, since they are also 
strangers in this world. In fact, the undocumented immigrant is 
simply the most blatant expression of the precarious reality that 
capital is imposing on all of the exploited at present. Capital and 
the state are spreading devastation into every corner of the globe, 
poisoning those lands that they haven't yet stolen, where a few 
still manage to create their lives on their own terms. Just as the 
homeless within the borders are not simply individuals who love 
sleeping in doorways and under bridges, so the immigrants from 
outside the borders are not carefree nomads wandering for the 
love of adventure. Desperate conditions of poverty, environ- 
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